“We Walk in the Light”

1 John 1:1-2: 2

I’'m sure already that we’ve all noticed that this Sunday little different
from last Sunday. The energy is just different. Weloak around and notice that
our Easter decorations even seem a little different. Rfmwv, kind of like after a
great party, those once celebratory decorations start to laitle &veary and worn.
Even the remaining lilies are starting to droop a bit.

Last week was the great celebration, the big partyti@sdveek, we find
ourselves on clean up duty, a somewhat depressing job.aSwsa begin to pack
away the lilies and the candles, we wonder how do we roo\adter the party?
How do we move forward after the good news of the resiorécHow do we live
out our faith now that the celebration seems over?

We find ourselves in this gap between the Easter protiamand our
present situation, a gap that needs to be bridged so ¢hagstinrrection will
continue to remain real for us, so that we can continwalio in the light as
disciples of Christ, a gap similar to the one that Jbommunity found
themselves in those years ago.

For John’s community, the resurrection seemed like affavent. All they

knew about the actual resurrection of Jesus was sdma¢one had told them. They



kept hearing about what an amazing event it was and Hoangformed lives.
They kept hearing about how death did not win and how gh¢ thiad overcome
the darkness. They kept hearing about how pain and hurt weire ¢wottrol
anymore but every time they looked at the world around ttieeg,saw a different
picture. In their present situation, it seemed likerdsurrection was a distant
memory because everywhere they looked, the darkness watething to overtake
the world, that death had won, and that the light wasngelaof being
extinguished. In their present situation, it seemed likeeone had thrown this
really great celebration that they had not been inviteohtib after it was over, and
then it was only so that they could clean up aftec#iebration. In John’s
community’s present situation, it seemed like all theyi@alo was guess and
wonder what really happened on that Easter morning.

So John writes them this letter to remind them thatebkarrection wasn't
just a one time event that they had missed out ory e heard the stories, true,
but they had also experienced the resurrection in theiligesy They had seen it,
heard it and touched it. The party was still going onthagl were invited to join in
as Beloved Children of God.

John tells his community that although they may not haga bethe empty
tomb that first Easter morning, they were still ablexpegience the resurrection

in their lives, in their present day situation, becaagy time they gathered



together, the Spirit of the Lord was among them sti@mming them and
challenging them to become the people that God created thHesn Every time
they gathered together became an opportunity to set asidéofsat aside
disappointment and experience the Spirit of God working imthed through
them to bring peace and wholeness.

John wanted his community to realize that their fellowsfap more than
just an opportunity to gather with people that they liked amehe to enjoy each
other's company. Their fellowship was more than just iggtibgether with people
who they had a good time with as friends.

Their fellowship was the living evidence that God’s Spiriswsall working
in the world. It becomes an opportunity to see that God'sgras everywhere
and available to all. Their fellowship, every time theyhgred together as a part of
the Body of Christ here on earth, becomes an opportunityalioin the light of
God by loving one another as God loves, by sharing that lavetingir neighbors,
not just those people who acted like them or even agrébdhem. Their
fellowship becomes an opportunity to embrace the good newsé¢hadn’t have
to be perfect to be embraced in the arms of God'’s lover Tdilmwship becomes
an opportunity to show that they needed each other to trulyrieettee people that

God created them to be.



Johns wants his community to realize that their fellowghipore than just
being with people that they like. When they gather, tf@her as disciples of
Christ, as people who are called to certain behaviorsylmebahat reflect the love
of God, behaviors that call them to move beyond fear andecgeaiuine
relationships with the people gathered there and beyond.

The beauty of John’s letter to his community is thasheery honest with
them. He knows that the resurrection calls them ®ilivcommunity with one
another and at times, that is not going to be easy. Héswlaem to realize that just
because they are disciples of Christ doesn’t make theflecp@or does it mean
that they won't make mistakes. John knows that it iscdiltf to live and be in
community with one another . John knows that it is diffitellove one another as
God loves and that human, there is a tendency to stay toouprt zones and be
with the people who think like us and act like us.

That's why John tells his community that they haveaoeh either to let go
of the fear and step out into light or stay in the darkr@ssause as disciples of
Christ in fellowship with each other and with God, they'thave it both ways.

John reminds them that once they decide to walk in g lihere is good
news. They are not alone! The Spirit of God will be¢hguiding them and leading

them and yes, advocating for them on their behalf. Th& 8pGod will be there



working in and through them for peace and wholeness. Tiné &pGod will be
there making the resurrection real for them in thegs.

The thing John wants his community to understand and embriduzd they
are not on clean up detail after the great celebragenended. The celebration is
still going on! It has just moved beyond the empty tomb andiadwappening all
over the place.

John bridges the gap between the proclamation of Eaxtdria
community’s present situation by reminding them thattbek of the community
is to walk in the light: to love one another, to realizat tve need one another to
grow on our faith journeys. The work of the communitylgsiples of Christ is
not clean up detail after the fact. We are invited toptdngy! And we are called to
celebrate by living out the Kingdom of God in our livese Afe called to proclaim
that the Kingdom of God is in our midst and that regarddéssir present
situation, we will hold on to the promises that weédaxperienced the
resurrection in our lives as truth.

Now that we realize that we didn’t miss out on theypand celebration, the
true work of the community begins by walking in the lightGafd and showing
that God is still working in our world, bringing about peaceé wholeness, and

showering all of God’s children with grace and love.



That was the good news for John’s community then andsttia¢ good
news for our community now. The resurrection experiesicedl. We've seen it.
We've heard it. We’ve touched it.

Yes, this Sunday is a little different because noweaework of the
Kingdom begins!

When people see us gathered here on Sunday morningsniogdogether
on a mission project, or breaking bread with one anothgoiag out into the
community transforming fear into genuine relationshipsy thill be able to see
the Light of God. It will be reflected through our wordslahrough our actions.

They will see that even when we agree to disagveesupport one another
as brother and sisters in fellowship with one another atid®od. They will see
the incarnational evidence that God’s Spirit is amonghiallenging us not to
settle for our present situation, but to continue gngwand becoming the person
that God created us to be.

When people see us gathered in fellowship, in servicgpiahip, as a
community of believers, they will see that the celabrais not over, that it has
only just begun! They will see that we are walking in ltight of God, bridging
the gap between the Easter proclamation and our presetian, keeping the
resurrection experience alive in our hearts and in ossion, moving beyond the

empty tomb, and celebrating that the Kingdom of God ha% auwear.



The good news is that we are not on clean up detailthtgrarty is over.
The good news is that we are invited to do the work of the Kingefd@od, work
that changes our lives, work that gives our life meanimgk that in reality is
more celebration than work. The good new is that elveagh we have moved
beyond the empty tomb, the celebration continues and we\ated to the party.

The resurrection becomes real for us in our presensitiation when we
serve, worship, and fellowship together as part of the Bo@hast here on earth,
loving one another, sharing God’s grace with all of God'sdclrl and by
continuing to move beyond fear and creating genuine relationshitpshase
gathered here and beyond.

We are called to walk in the light of God, celebratinggsig, shouting: The

party is not done. It has only just begun!

May we feel the truth of the resurrection in oueswalways. Amen.



