The Earth is Drenched in God’s Affectionate Saustm”

Psalm 33: 1-9

Our text this morning is not one that would normally be ¢ined on at a
celebration for Earth Sunday. In fact, compared to ddleeiptures in our Bible,
this psalm barely mentions creation at all. In this psaheation just gets a few
lines towards the middle. The psalmist doesn’t talk atimibeauty of the earth.
The psalmist doesn'’t talk the wonderment that comes looking at the night
sky. The psalmist doesn’t even really mention anything atbeuvorld that God

created. So why is it our text for Earth Sunday?

Because although it doesn’t specifically mention creadioectly or go on
and on about creation verse after verse, this psalmsdoesthing important. It
reminds us that the Word of God brings forth life. And thathy it is our text for
Earth Sunday today. You see, the psalmist understands sogttai we have all
forgotten over time. The psalmist understands and cedsbtta¢ fact that creation
IS not here to serve us. Rather, he lifts up the Fettdreation is here, surrounding
us each and every day. The psalmist understands thabuorisahere to remind us
of the many ways God brings new life into our lives, to remis of the many

ways that God tells us over and over again that our &grhcious, that our God is



loving. The psalmist understands that Creation is herentnd us that our God is
still working in this world and he offers us the opportumdayclaim this

understanding in our lives as well.

Let me explain: Think about some of the Bible storieswWeawere taught as
children. When we think about those stories, we realizectkation was used in
these stories as signs of God’s promises of new lifdightifor the people of God.
In the Bible, Creation becomes a way for God to interagit and reassure the
people of God. In the stories found in our Bible, storias we tell over and over
again, we realize that Creation becomes a way fortGetlow God’s love and

grace to the children of God.

Right off the top of my head, the first story that coneesiind is the story of
Noah'’s ark. Now in this story, we may remember that Goddestroyed the world
in a flood. Yes, | will admit, not God’s finest hour,tlithe story of Noah's ark goes
beyond telling us about the power and might of God. It @éas$ about the grace
and love of God. And it does this by telling us how God gasigm, a sign found
in creation to always remind people of God'’s love and gréleat sign was a

rainbow.

In the story of Noah's ark, we are told that all thelearas full of darkness.

It was full of churning water. And then suddenly the raitagp, and the light began



to dry out the land. The light began to overcome the daskid® Light began to
overcome the chaos. And in that moment, when chaos andedarivas no more,
God gave a sign, a sign of love and grace found only inicreat that moment,
God gave a sign to remind the people always of God’s promisdkat moment,
God placed the rainbow in the sky to show God’s people thatf ol darkness,
light and life will burst forth. God placed the rainbow ie $ky as a promise to the
people of God that God will never destroy the world agaod Gsed the rainbow
to show the people and to help them experience the love acd g God in their
lives always. So now, every time we see a rainbowweasgle of faith, we
remember. We remember the promises of God. We remenhEvin of God. We
remember the grace of God. We remember the word of Godama brought

forth life.

The rainbow becomes a sign for all of God’s children througtime that in
the midst of chaos, God will always make a living spacéeipeople of God.
The rainbow becomes a sign for all times that God wilbgk make a space for
grace and new life. It becomes God’'s way of reminding Gpelisle, that no
matter what dark waters may be churning in our lives, thnéag to overtake us,

God will always make a way for hope.

But this is just one story. Another story is the stdrploraham and Sarah.

They were told by God to leave their homeland and to ktaven unknown



country just so that God can establish a new natiorhéopéople of God. Once
again, maybe not God'’s finest hour. I'm sure that AbrabhathSarah were scared
out of their minds, not knowing what to expect, probably wonderimgt\wn earth
they were getting themselves into, following this Godtiggtpushed out of their

comfort zones, just because God asked them to go.

But once again, to alleviate their fears, God usessgasfound in creation.
God tells them to look out at the night sky and count the.st@pd then tells
Abraham and Sarah that the number of their descenddhsupiass the number
of stars in the sky. This is a great and comforting sgpecially for two people
who have no children but the stars become more thas sigrew life for them.

They become signs of hope for Abraham and Sarah as well.

| imagine that God wanted them to see how the bright lightseo$tars
stood out against the night sky. | imagine that God wanted timdefioraham and
Sarah that once again, even in the midst of the dabshey were experiencing in
their lives, chaos that comes with leaving everythinglfanmand traveling to an
unknown place, chaos that sometimes come when we lad tsfollow God and
leave our comfort zones, | imagine that God wanted Almnadnad Sarah to look up
at the night sky and see the bright shining stars and reméhnaltésod would
always be with them, to realize that they could noteranywhere without God

being with them.



| imagine that God wanted Every time that Abraham andiSlaoked at the
night sky, to be a reminder that in the midst of chaos, Godnaéigng some living
space for them. God was making it possible to hope. God Wag ftheir lives
with love and grace, regardless of where their unknowmg@uwould lead them.

And the same holds true for us today. All we have to dwois up at the
night sky and see the stars blazing bright against the darkndsemember that
God is always here for us, guiding us and leading. Once,agaiation becomes a
sign for all time for the people of God to know that God alasys surrounding

us with God’s love and grace.

Now, These are just a few stories that come to my mimeh | think about
how creation can be a sign of hope, a sign of new lifegphow creation can be a
way for us to hold onto the promises of God even in tidstof the chaos that we
may be facing in our own lives. As people of faith, wednieerealize that Creation
Is not here to serve us. Bur rather it is a way faougmember that God is always
making space for hope, making space for love, making spacevolife for us in
our sometimes chaotic and fear filled lives. All we havedo is to take a look at
the beauty and wonder of the creation that surrounds use@nmdmediately know
this is true. When we look at creation, we know, notijeatize, not just

understand but know deep in our hearts that God is inaipatrd know that no



matter how crazy our lives may get, God will alwayséehthe last word, and that

word is a word that will bring forth new life.

| honestly think that's why | like gardening so much. | krtbat regardless
of what | do or don’t do, ultimately it is God who will brifigrth the new life. |
can plant the seed. | can water it. | can feedtitdnd will be the one who brings

forth life.

When | look at creation, when | dig in the dirt, wHego for walks, when |
just sit and breathe in God’s peace, | am constantlyneaui of a very important
lesson, a lesson that creation knows and celebratesl&sson that we have

forgotten.

As people of faith, we cannot control the events of o@sliNo matter how
much we plan, no matter how much we rearrange thingsaw®ot control the
outcome. Now | know this sounds really depressing and probably dgwsaary
but as a person of faith, this gives me hope. Because w@tynaven though |
know that | cannot control life, although | cannot prevlatdhaos from finding
me, although | cannot eliminate the darkness, | knowtlinatigh the grace and
love of God, there will always be opportunities for new.lifhere will always

hope to anchor me in the storms of live because | know&@bd is in control. |



know that God will make a way somehow. It may not be the lvexpected but it

will always be a way of hope and grace.

That's why with Every tiny seed that | put in my gardexm constantly
reminded even in the midst of darkness, even in the widstaos, even when |
may not be able to figure out which way is up, my God, our iGtltere,
anchoring us in love, anchoring us in hope, anchoring gsace. With every tiny
seed, | know it is our God who nourishes us and strengthekgitlisevery tiny
seed, | am constantly reminded that is Our God who isrmgakiway for new life

to burst forth.

The signs of God’s grace and love surround us each angltawer They
fill our world because they are found in the midst of Gaéation. Every time we
see a rainbow, every time we see the stars at nigirly &me we experience the
gift of spring after a long winter, every time we gréet morning light, we are
invited to remember the promises of God, promises of hope, gesraf love,
promises of grace and more importantly the promiserthamatter where our

journey may take us, we will always be surrounded bythsence of our God.

| think that is one of the reasons why the psalmist paneintions creation
in the first place compared to other Scriptures. He doesed to go on and on

about creation because he doesn’t take creation for grdinfest.is for him. It is a



part of his world. It is a part of his being. It is a parhisffaith. For the psalmist,
creation isn’'t just about its beauty and wonder, filing bissgs. It is also about the

healing and wholeness it offers for the people of Godedls w

For the psalmist, creation serves to remind him and tonceus that life
and all the resources that sustain life are gifessayns, are promises given to us
by our God so that we might always experience the healintharttbpe found by
living connected to God’s word and God’s world. Creation becomeway of

knowing that God is still working in this world

For the psalmist it is not just part of God’s creatiohdduof God’s creation
that reminds us God’s love is filling the earth. All ake&tion is God’s gift given to
us, to reassure us, to give us hope, to shower us vaitie @nd love. All of
Creation is God'’s way of bringing joy into our lives. For gsalmist, it is not just
one piece of God'’s creation but all of God'’s creation ih&od’s sign to us that
sadness, hurt, pain, tears, chaos, will not overcomigehaend love given to us by
our God. All of Creation tells us that there is hopet thare is grace. All of
creation, not just one piece, but all of God’s croratell us that there is always the

possibility for new life to burst forth in our livesyen in the midst of our darkness.

That's why we should lift our praises to our God. Regardiésdat this

world tells us, we know that God is filing our world with Gotbse. We know



that God is filling our world with signs of life. We knawat God, our God, is
making it possible for new life to burst forth. That evehe midst of the chaos
that we may be experiencing in our own lives, creatidhase, telling us that God
will never leave us alone. Ultimately, creation &srto remind us as people of
faith, that our God has been, is now, and forever wilhb®ntrol, creating

opportunities for hope in our lives as God’s people.

We celebrate today the fact that we are surrounded by Gadsan
because it serves as a reminder of the promises offvedy time we experience
creation, we are called to remember that in the beginningp@adame the
darkness and chaos and we are invited to remember thabdus Gtill

overcoming them today.

Just look outside and know. God is still working. God is sgdleeming.
God is still filling our world with new life. Just feéhe warmth of the sun upon our
faces and know that Darkness does not have the last word. @bessot have the
last word. God has the last word and it is a word of hoperd of grace and a

word of new life for all the people of God.

This week, | came across a fascinating article thaesghaow an artist

shared with others this life-giving understanding of hope andlife by bringing



in 28,000, yes you heard right, 28,000 potted plants into a partmuildmg and

capturing those moments through some really amazing photographs

Now, what really caught my attention about this story, Wwasthis building
was not just any building. It was a former mental heedtiter. And the artist
observed that in psychiatric settings, there seems to dbsamce of flowers. She
shared that flowers are given to the sick when they arédoledr or confined to a

hospital but in mental health facilities, patientseige few if any flowers.

The artist said that this building meant many things to gediplvas a
workplace, a refugee and a place of confinement. But | wgmloine step farther
and say that this place may have also been a place esiedarknd chaos for others

as well, the type of darkness hat is real but we mialle about it in polite society.

So this artist took these 28,000 potted plants and allowed theradmee
ways of healing, ways of hope, and more importantly warfé-giving and life-
changing conversations could happen for many people, allowingttheame

their darkness and to celebrate the way light came ieiolives.

| would also say that these 28,000 potted plants become wagre#tion to
once again remind the people of God of God’s promises: pesrishope,
promises of healing, promise of love, and more importartynises that reassure

of God’s presence through all of life’s varied circumséanc



| like to think that these 28,000 potted plants became waysl foi @kation
and for all of us to shout out to this world that no exqrere is too dark or too
chaotic for the love and grace of God to overcome it. Bedaube end, every
time we look at creation, we know as people of faith thatword of God that

brings forth life.

in the end, God tells us every day that we are lovee rth@m we could
ever imagine. inthe end, God tells us every day thare@nmersed in God’s
grace. In the end, God tells us every day that even imithet of the chaos and the
darkness that we may be facing in our lives, we waiagts be grounded in the

hope and love of God.

All we have to do is take a look at creation to know thisus.

May we always never forget or take that for grantedraose. Amen.



