“Enter his Gates with Thanksgiving”

Psalm 100

Some times the simplest phrases have the deepesinggal hat is the case
with Psalm 100. It is only five stanzas long but it is so pavar its message to
us as people of faith. It reminds that we are called tsgend thank God always.
It reminds us that we are called to make a joyful noiseo &ways. It reminds us
that we are God'’s very own.

What better message is there in a world that is nesdnoe good news and
what better message is there to begin our thanksgiving cédeistadVe are God's
own and nothing can separate e us from God!

As a child, | knew we were getting close to Thanksgivingmdhaing class,
we all did our thankful for turkeys. All of you know, ahl am talking about.
When we would trace our hands on brown construction pagoeth@n on each one
of the feathers, we would write what we were thanldulthis year. We would say
things like, “I'm thankful for my family. I'm thankful for mmpets. I'm thankful for
my friends. I'm thankful for food. I'm thankful for...you g#te picture.”

So this is the part where we are going to be interadfiffeat are you

thankful for this year? Let's make a joyful noise to our @od worship the Lord



with gladness. Let’'s enter his gates with thanksgivingatne we thankful for

this year?

As we take time to reflect on what we are thankfula® people of faith, we
need to realize that these “thanks turkey” that we cresdathildren are just
another way to write a psalm of praise to God, thankingpaaising God for all
that God had done in our lives, very similar to Psalm 100.Hasdrovided us
with loving and caring families, including our church famiBod has provided us
with wonderful friends. God has provided food for our familiesd ®ad blessed
us in many ways. And so we enter church today with thanksgiWe center our
worship on praising God for all that God has done. We celebyateaking a

joyful noise to the Lord. We create and sing a hymn of @rais

Simple right? Five fingers on the turkey to the five shgnaf Psalm 100.
All praising God. All feathers and all stanzas of the hgrthat we sing remember
how God has acted in the past and reminds us of who God isdeens of the
God that we have experienced in our lives: God is good. Gtelidfast love
endures forever. And God'’s faithfulness is to all generatipast, present and

future. God is good all the time. All the time, God is good.

And we simply don't just praise God today because God dutegldar. We

praise and give thanksgiving to God because we remember. Wmbemall that



God has done for us. We remember all the blessings thalh&%ogiven to us. We
remember all the ways that God has been there for uselvember all that God
has done for us. The thanksgivings that we bring today adayslare filled with
memories. We know that God has acted in the past. We kaastd has blessed
us in the past. We know that God has given us grace jat$te But our

thanksgiving and praise doesn'’t stop there.

As we reflect on our blessings, as we remember how @sdoluiched our
lives, and as we renew our covenant with God, we celeloréibamnksgiving
because we know that God'’s steadfast love endures, bagals®w that God’s
faithfulness is to all generations: past present and fube@ause we know that
God is and will always be there for us. Because we knawthie Lord is God, that

he made us and that we are his own.

we bring our thanksgivings today and all days because we are &og’s
own, fashioned and formed in the very image of God. We lmumghanksgiving
and praise today and all days because when God formed usaged $is, God
give us a precious gift: Life, a gift that we did notreaor can we achieve on our
own, a gift given by God our creator, a gift to show usweare treasured as

God’s own beloved.



We bring our thanksgiving and praise today and all days becaosighhr
this gift of life, we know that we are cared for by God, kkehepherd cares for his
sheep. We have been given a gift, freely given to us b meator, our Redeemer,

and our Sustainer, who was, who is, and who will be foramdrever.

From the very first line, the psalmist is calling@dople to remember and
worship the Lord, to bring thanksgiving to God because of thiofiite. The
psalmist is calling all generations, all people fromuabthe world, all people on
earth, to know that the Lord is God and we are God'’s very dtva psalmist is
reminding all of God’s people, past, present and futureGbdt“fashioned every
single person and therefore every human being enjoys ammheorth that can
never be earned or lost and therefore we [as God'’s venpelormed children]
enjoy God’s bountiful care. The psalmist is calling alGafd’s people to re-orient
their lives, to center their lives in thanksgiving, tpesience the joy of being
God’s very own. The psalmist is reminding all of God’s pedpde & “ life without
praise is a more likely a life turned in on one’s sadfSconnect, burdened, empty

and alone.

The psalmist is reminding all of us that the very bastment of our faith is
joy, praise, and thanksgiving because we are God’s very onwnedl and

fashioned in God’s very image, cared for and loved, redeamé&dustained by



our Creator. At the very heart of our faith is a hyofipraise for all time. A
thankful song to remember that we are God’s very own. Aldgydo remind us

that life is a gift. A way to give thanksgiving to God frevhom all blessings flow.

And the Good news this morning is that when we embrace dsiragidl our
blessings given to us by God, we cannot help but to celedmdtesjoice because
we have experienced the love, the grace, and the fdsssf the Lord Most High,
we have experienced the care and provision of the Good StepYe have
experienced the knowledge that is too wonderful for us téyreamprehend that
tells us that we are God’s own, that God loves us niane we will ever know,

that God is good all the time and all the time, God is good.

Nothing can stop the feelings of joy and thanksgiving from ngrforth.
Nothing will stop our songs of praise and thanksgiving to a God wineiisiful,
who is just, who cares for God’s own children. Psalm 100 remisdsd helps us
understand that the one and only proper response in rectheiggace of God is
to sing of God’s praises and to share the Good News witRsdlm 100 helps us
understand that the King of Kings, the Lord our God, the God Migsh is

merciful, and we sing of God’s praises in our psalm afkkgiving.

And It is this God Most High who sent God’s only Son intowloeld to

show us how to love each other and to love God. It idthrid our God who gave



us Jesus Christ so that we could truly understand how torb&tionship with our
God. And it is this mighty God whose praises that we sing &bday in our

psalms of praise and thanksgiving.

As we celebrate this Thanksgiving Sunday, we know that théroa&sod is
worthy of praise. We know that our God is a God of justicepeade. We know
that our God sent us Christ to save us and teach us How.tdVe know that
nothing can or will ever separate us from the love, ftoencare, from faithfulness
of God. And we lift our voices in praise and thanksgiving. We ¢ginanks to God.

We worship the Lord with gladness. We center our worshtpanksgiving.

Hear the Good News: The Lord is God. It is he that madangsye are his.
The Lord is good, his steadfast love endures forever andithiéufness to all

generations.

Thanks be to God! Amen.



